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ABSTRACT This paper hopes to contribute to insights into political accountability within the education sector.
Drawing on an extensive documentary review of education policies, as well as on interviews with 100 high school
purposively selected educators (25 from independent schools, 48 from former Model C schools and 27 from
township schools) and six school Principals, all from uMgungundlovu District in KwaZulu-Natal, this paper
examines how the post-apartheid government of South Africa has exercised, and continues to exercise its political
accountability for the delivery of basic education. Although the African National Congress governmen t has
prioritised education in its election manifestos and national budgets, an analysis of the respondents’ perceptions of
the government’s responsiveness to the educational needs of South Africans shows that there is general dissatisfaction
among the educators who are at the coalface of delivery. This is due to perceived failure of the government to
implement effectively educational policies formulated in the post-colonial South Africa.
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